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The International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses
Taxonomy Proposal Form, 2026 


Part 1a: Details of taxonomy proposals

	Title:   
	Rename one species in the genus Polerovirus, family Solemoviridae

	Code assigned: 
	2026.014P.N.v1.Solemoviridae_Polerovirus_rensp



	Author(s), affiliation and email address(es):  

	Given name (+middle initial(s))
	Surname
	Affiliation 
	Email address 
	Corr. author(s)  


	Luisa
	Rubino
	CNR, Istituto per la Protezione Sostenibile delle Piante, Bari, Italy
	luisa.rubino@cnr.it
	X

	Denis
	Fargette
	Virus South Data, 16 rue Artaud, Lyon, France
	denis.fargette@ird.fr
	

	Fiona
	Filardo
	Queensland Department of Primary Industries, Brisbane, Australia
	fiona.filardo@dpi.qld.gov.au
	

	Mahan
	Ghafari
	Department of Biology,
University of Oxford, Oxford, UK
	mahan.ghafari@ndm.ox.ac.uk
	

	Eugenie
	Hebrard
	IRD, Institute Agro, Montpellier, France
	eugenie.hebrard@ird.fr
	

	Cecilia
	Sarmiento
	Department of Chemistry and
Biotechnology, TalTech, Tallinn, Estonia
	cecilia.sarmiento@taltech.ee
	

	Merike
	Sõmera
	Department of Chemistry and
Biotechnology, TalTech, Tallinn, Estonia
	merike.somera@taltech.ee
	

	John
	Thomas
	The University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia
	j.thomas2@uq.edu.au
	





Part 1b: Taxonomy Proposal Submission  
	ICTV Subcommittee: 

	Animal DNA Viruses and Retroviruses
	
	Bacterial viruses
	

	Animal minus-strand and dsRNA viruses
	
	Fungal and protist viruses
	

	Animal positive-strand RNA viruses
	
	Plant viruses
	X

	Archaeal viruses
	
	General 
	



	List the ICTV Study Group(s) that have seen or have been involved in creating this proposal: 

	Solemoviridae SG



	Optional – complete only if formally voted on by an ICTV Study Group: <To be completed by Study Group>

	Study Group
	Number of members

	
	Votes in support
	Votes against
	No vote

	Solemoviridae SG
	4
	
	3

	
	
	
	











	Submission date:
	  14/09/2026




Part 1c: Feedback from ICTV Executive Committee (EC) meeting <To be completed by the subcommittee chair after EC evaluation>
	Executive Committee Meeting Decision code:
	X

	A – Accept
	

	Ac – Accept subject to revision by relevant subcommittee chair. No further vote required
	

	U – Accept without revision but with re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Uc – Accept subject to revision and re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Ud – Deferred to the next EC meeting, with an invitation to revise based on EC comments
	

	J - Reject
	

	W - Withdrawn
	



	Comments from the Executive Committee:

	





Part 1d: Revised Taxonomy Proposal Submission <To be completed for the revised version>
	Response of proposer: Please describe in detail how you have responded to the EC meeting feedback

	





	Revision date:
	



Enter date of the revised version (DD/MM/YYYY). 


Part 3: TAXONOMIC PROPOSAL


	Taxonomic changes proposed: 

	Establish new taxon
	
	Split taxon
	

	Abolish taxon
	
	Merge taxon
	

	Move taxon
	
	Promote taxon
	

	Rename taxon
	X
	Demote taxon
	

	Move and rename
	




	Etymology (origin) of proposed taxonomic names: 

	Taxon name 
	Etymology of the term

	“Polerovirus IXYMV”
	From the abbreviation of Ixeridium yellow mottle virus 1

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Permission for use of names derived from a living person:   

	Taxon name
	Full name of person from whom the name is derived
	Attached X

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






	Abstract of Taxonomy Proposal: 


	
Description of current taxonomy:       
The family Solemoviridae consists of 5 genera (Enamovirus, Hubsclerovirus, Polemovirus, Polerovirus and Sobemovirus). Ninety-seven species are classified in the genus Polerovirus.

Proposed taxonomic change(s):     
Rename species Polerovirus IXYMAV to Polerovirus IXYMV

Demarcation criteria for new taxon/taxa:
The species demarcation criteria for the genus Polerovirus are:
•	Differences in breadth and specificity of host range;
•	Failure of cross-protection in either one-way or two-way relationships;
•	Differences in serological specificity with discriminatory polyclonal or monoclonal antibodies;
•	Differences in amino acid sequence identity of RdRPs > 10%;
•	Differences in nucleotide sequence identity of genomes around or > 25%.

Justification:
Species Polerovirus IXYMAV was established to classify Ixeridium yellow mottle virus 1 (IxYMV1; KT868949) [1]. Since species in the family Solemoviridae are named as Genus + virus abbreviation as epithet, Polerovirus IXYMAV is renamed Polerovirus IXYMV.





	[bookmark: _Hlk191324785]Text of Taxonomy proposal:  


	
Description of current taxonomy:       
The family Solemoviridae consists of 5 genera (Enamovirus, Hubsclerovirus, Polemovirus, Polerovirus and Sobemovirus). Ninety-seven species are classified in the genus Polerovirus.

Proposed taxonomic change(s):     
Rename species Polerovirus IXYMAV to Polerovirus IXYMV

Demarcation criteria for new taxon/taxa:
The species demarcation criteria for the genus Polerovirus are:
•	Differences in breadth and specificity of host range;
•	Failure of cross-protection in either one-way or two-way relationships;
•	Differences in serological specificity with discriminatory polyclonal or monoclonal antibodies;
•	Differences in amino acid sequence identity of RdRPs > 10%;
•	Differences in nucleotide sequence identity of genomes around or > 25%.

Justification:      
 Species Polerovirus IXYMAV was established to classify Ixeridium yellow mottle virus 1 (IxYMV1; KT868949) [1]. In the original article describing the virus for the first time, the name Ixeridium yellow mottle-associated virus 1 was used [2]. However, in GenBank, the name Ixeridium yellow mottle virus 1 is reported (KT868949). Since species in the family Solemoviridae are named as Genus + virus abbreviation as epithet, Polerovirus IXYMAV is renamed Polerovirus IXYMV to align with the name reported in GenBank.
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