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The International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses
Taxonomy Proposal Form, 2026 


Part 1a: Details of taxonomy proposals

	Title:   
	Creation of a new EC Communication Officer post 

	Code assigned: 
	2026.005G.N.v1.Executive_Committee_Communication_Officer_post



	Author(s), affiliation and email address(es):  

	Given name (+middle initial(s))
	Surname
	Affiliation 
	Email address 
	Corr. author(s)  


	Peter
	Simmonds
	Department of Biomedicine, University of Turku, Turku, Finland 
	Peter.Simmonds@utu.fi
	X

	Elliot J.
	Lefkowitz
	Dept. of Microbiology, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL, USA
	elliotl@uab.edu
	X

	Evelien 
	Adriaenssens
	Quadram Institute Bioscience, Norwich Research Park, Norwich, UK
	Evelien.Adriaenssens@quadram.ac.uk
	X

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Part 1b: Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	ICTV Subcommittee: 

	Animal DNA Viruses and Retroviruses
	
	Bacterial viruses
	

	Animal minus-strand and dsRNA viruses
	
	Fungal and protist viruses
	

	Animal positive-strand RNA viruses
	
	Plant viruses
	

	Archaeal viruses
	
	General -
	X



	List the ICTV Study Group(s) that have seen or have been involved in creating this proposal: 

	



	Optional – complete only if formally voted on by an ICTV Study Group: 

	Study Group
	Number of members

	
	Votes in support
	Votes against
	No vote

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	










	Submission date:
	 28/10/2026






Part 1c: Feedback from ICTV Executive Committee (EC) meeting 
	Executive Committee Meeting Decision code:
	X

	A – Accept
	

	Ac – Accept subject to revision by relevant subcommittee chair. No further vote required
	

	U – Accept without revision but with re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Uc – Accept subject to revision and re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Ud – Deferred to the next EC meeting, with an invitation to revise based on EC comments
	

	J - Reject
	

	W - Withdrawn
	



	Comments from the Executive Committee:

	





Part 1d: Revised Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	Response of proposer: 

	





	Revision date:
	







Part 2: GENERAL PROPOSAL

	Abstract for General Proposal: 

	Brief description of the current situation:     
The ICTV is a large organisation with a structured membership that directly engages with over 800 virologists to produce the official taxonomy of all virus and communicates with tens of thousands of virologists worldwide to inform them about changes to that taxonomy and other ICTV activities. However, there are no designated formal contacts within the organisation for specific communications with the outside world. There have been several recent communication failures between the ICTV and the wider community and there is a widespread negative perception of aloofness and indifference of the organisation to the concerns of users of virus taxonomy. These observations  suggest that more concerted and coordinated activities in communication would be of huge mutual benefit to the ICTV and wider world. 
  
Proposed changes:     
We propose the creation of an additional officer member to the ICTV Executive Committee (EC), with a defined role of virus and wider community engagement and dissemination of virus taxonomy information. The post-holder would be appointed as an EC officer, with 3 year terms, and a maximum of two terms, and possess EC voting rights and expected attendance at EC meeting.  

Justification:      
The ICTV EC currently lacks a committee member with a defined role on communications with the virus and wider communities, regulators and official bodies such as the WHO. The appointee would have a proactive role in disseminating virus taxonomy information and community consultation, activities that currently appointed officers and EC members lack sufficient bandwidth to contribute effectively. The proposed appointment would greatly improve the effectiveness of the ICTV, and enhance its reputation for professionalism and expertise to the outside world.




	Text of General Proposal: 

	Background:       
The ICTV is a large organisation with ranked membership from President, Vice-President, Secretaries, elected EC members, Subcommittee chairs, Study Group chairs, and wider ICTV membership from national representative and previous EC members. Over 500 virologists act as advisers to the Study Groups on taxonomic matters and wider classification. While the ICTV is large and engages extensively with the virology community, there are no designated formal contacts within the organisation for specific communications. 

Perhaps as a result, there have been multiple communication failures between the ICTV and the wider community that has contributed to its widely perceived reputation for aloofness and an indifference to the wider impacts of substantive taxonomy changes on virus terminology and classification. The publication of the singularly ill-informed article on HIV-1 species name published in Science (1) is an example of such misunderstandings. The proposers believe that more concerted and proactive activities in communication would be of huge benefit to the ICTV and wider world alike. 

Proposed changes:     
We propose the creation of an additional officer member to the ICTV EC, with a defined role of virus and wider community engagement and dissemination of virus taxonomy information. The post-holder would be appointed as an EC officer, with 3 year terms, and a maximum of two terms, and possess EC voting rights and expected attendance at EC meeting.  

The appointment of a Communications Officer would create an organised channel for disseminating information on new development in taxonomy and explanation of changes that have been made to academic colleagues, the wider scientific community, opinion writers and the wider press. The officer would work with the ICTV President and Vice-President in informing discussions in scientific, public health and regulatory areas that are impacted by virus taxonomy. Examples of potential activities of the Communication Officer would include: 

· Monitoring and, if necessary, responding to published articles about the ICTV and its activities, and to questions to the ICTV from external parties. 

· Managing engagement of the ICTV with social media, with creation, monitoring, and use of ICTV social media accounts, with LinkedIn probably being the most important. 

· Taking responsibility for the production of the ICTV Newsletter.

· Responding to the many emails received by the ICTV.

· Writing and publication of general articles on virus taxonomy developments, along the lines of previous papers on binomial nomenclature. These might include, as an example, a more focussed and cogent review of annual taxonomy changes that mostly impact the virus community, in place of the discontinued taxonomy summaries formerly published in Archives of Virology. Other areas where broader accounts may be of value might include a description of virus realms, what they are and why different realms have quite different hallmark genes; how the ICTV functions and the role of Study Groups in evaluating changes to the taxonomy; describing Taxonomy Proposal summaries and how to use them; how high-throughput sequencing and bioinformatic pipelines are accelerating the rate of virus discovery; and  how many virus species might there be? The publication arrangement with Journal of General Virology may provide a home for many of these articles, and enhance the journal’s role in virus taxonomy. 

· Providing a high-level review of ICTV Report chapters and profiles, and Taxonomy Proposal summaries pre-publication to ensure consistency in content and style.

· Take on an advisory role for Study Groups on how to conduct consultations with the virus community on taxonomy matters, such as through the design of surveys and dissemination of their results, 

There are examples of well-received articles that seek to explain virus taxonomy principles to the general reader (such as (2, 3)) and of formal community consultation that is helpful in determining future ICTV policies (4, 5). There have also been substantial enhancements to the ICTV website and its effectiveness in providing virus taxonomic information, including Find the Species: https://ictv.global/search/find_the_species, and the online ICTV Report: https://ictv.global/report/about). However, the proposers believe that more concerted activities and consistent focus on communications would be of huge benefit to the ICTV and wider world alike.

Justification:      
The ICTV EC currently lacks a committee member with a defined role on communications with the virus and wider communities, regulators and official bodies such as the WHO. The appointee would have a proactive role in disseminating virus taxonomy information and contributing to community consultation. While the appointment is not a full-time activity, it does provide additional expert resources for the EC and wider ICTV to improve communications with the wider community. Currently appointed officers with their defined management roles clearly lack the bandwidth to participate to the required degree in communications tasks. The proposed appointment would greatly improve the effectiveness of the ICTV, and enhance its reputation for professionalism and expertise to the outside world.

Proposed Statute Changes to implement this proposal:

Article 4, Membership

Current Statute 4.2
The EC shall have 23 members representing the diversity of virologists in expertise, geography, and demography. Membership shall include:

1. Officers, namely President, Vice-President, and Secretaries;
2. Virus SC Chairs; and
3. Elected Members.

Proposed Statute 4.2
The EC shall have 24 members representing the diversity of virologists in expertise, geography, and demography. Membership shall include:

1. Officers, namely President, Vice-President, Communication Officer, and Secretaries;
2. Virus SC Chairs; and
3. Elected Members.

Current Statute 4.3 (only changed items)
Positions on the ICTV, the EC, and the Virus SCs shall be filled using the following procedures:
1. Recommendations for officers and Elected Members may be made by any virologist to the Nominations Subcommittee of the EC no earlier than 180 days and no later than 60 days before the ICTV Plenary Meeting. The Nominations SC shall comprise the President (Chair), Vice-President, Secretaries, and Virus SC Chairs and shall require a quorum consisting of the President or Vice-President and six other members. All recommendations shall be accompanied by a brief biographical sketch and an indication that the person is willing to stand for election. The Nominations SC shall agree on a list of nominees from among those recommended and may also add its own nominees. This list shall be published on the ICTV website. The officers shall organize a ballot, no later than four weeks before the Plenary Meeting, for the purpose of voting, which may include run-off elections, by the full ICTV membership. Results shall be published on the ICTV website no later than one week before the same Plenary Meeting.
2. President and Vice-President shall be elected by a vote of the full ICTV membership. They shall be elected for a term of three years and may not serve for more than two terms in the same position.
Proposed Statute 4.3
Positions on the ICTV, the EC, and the Virus SCs shall be filled using the following procedures:
1. Recommendations for officers and Elected Members may be made by any virologist to the Nominations Subcommittee of the EC no earlier than 180 days and no later than 60 days before the ICTV Plenary Meeting. The Nominations SC shall comprise the President (Chair), Vice-President, Communication Officer, Secretaries, and Virus SC Chairs and shall require a quorum consisting of the President or Vice-President and six other members. All recommendations shall be accompanied by a brief biographical sketch and an indication that the person is willing to stand for election. The Nominations SC shall agree on a list of nominees from among those recommended and may also add its own nominees. This list shall be published on the ICTV website. The officers shall organize a ballot, no later than four weeks before the Plenary Meeting, for the purpose of voting, which may include run-off elections, by the full ICTV membership. Results shall be published on the ICTV website no later than one week before the same Plenary Meeting.
2. President, Vice-President, and Communication Officer shall be elected by a vote of the full ICTV membership. They shall be elected for a term of three years and may not serve for more than two terms in the same position.
Article 9, Duties of EC Members

Proposed New Statute 9.3
The duties of the Communication Officer shall be:

1. To attend EC Meetings and Plenary Meetings;
2. To create, monitor, and respond to Social Media accounts and email;
3. To prepare regular releases of the ICTV Newsletter;
4. To monitor scientific publications and the popular literature for articles mentioning the ICTV and respond as necessary to clarify the role and activities of the ICTV;
5. Writing and publishing general articles on virus taxonomy developments; and
6. Working with and advising ICTV EC and Study Group members on matters related to outreach and communication.
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