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Part 1a: Details of taxonomy proposals

	Title:   
	Abbreviation of the genus component of virus species names

	Code assigned: 
	2026.004G.N.v1.Genus_name_abbreviation



	Author(s), affiliation and email address(es):  

	Given name (+middle initial(s))
	Surname
	Affiliation 
	Email address 
	Corr. author(s)  


	Peter
	Simmonds
	Department of Biomedicine, University of Turku, Turku, Finland 
	Peter.Simmonds@utu.fi
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Part 1b: Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	ICTV Subcommittee: 

	Animal DNA Viruses and Retroviruses
	
	Bacterial viruses
	

	Animal minus-strand and dsRNA viruses
	
	Fungal and protist viruses
	

	Animal positive-strand RNA viruses
	
	Plant viruses
	

	Archaeal viruses
	
	General -
	X



	List the ICTV Study Group(s) that have seen or have been involved in creating this proposal: 

	



	Optional – complete only if formally voted on by an ICTV Study Group: 

	Study Group
	Number of members

	
	Votes in support
	Votes against
	No vote

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	










	Submission date:
	  07/10/2026








Part 1c: Feedback from ICTV Executive Committee (EC) meeting 
	Executive Committee Meeting Decision code:
	X

	A – Accept
	

	Ac – Accept subject to revision by relevant subcommittee chair. No further vote required
	

	U – Accept without revision but with re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Uc – Accept subject to revision and re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Ud – Deferred to the next EC meeting, with an invitation to revise based on EC comments
	

	J - Reject
	

	W - Withdrawn
	



	Comments from the Executive Committee:

	





Part 1d: Revised Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	Response of proposer: 

	





	Revision date:
	







Part 2: GENERAL PROPOSAL

	Abstract for General Proposal: 

	Brief description of the current situation:       
The ICTV mandated the use of an (optionally Latinised) binomial format for virus species names in 2023, designed to create terms for virus species that were recognizable and distinguishable from the names of viruses. However, in contrast to scientific (species) terminology in other biological codes, the current ICTV code prohibits the abbreviation of the genus name after first use, creating a seemingly unnecessary incompatibility with other biological nomenclature. 

Proposed changes:     
A change of section 3.26 of the ICTV code (https://ictv.global/about/code) is proposed that would permit genus name abbreviation following common nomenclatural practice for other organisms as specified in their respective codes[footnoteRef:1]. For scientific (or species) names that are repeatedly used in a scientific paper or other communication, the genus name element can be abbreviated to an initial letter and period after the first time the name is written out in full. Conventions for abbreviation of two or more genus names starting with the same initial letter will follow those of other codes.  [1:  International Committee for Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN), the International Committee for the Nomenclature of algae, fungi and plants (ICNafp), and the International Committee for the Nomenclature of Prokaryotes (ICNP).
] 


Although genus name abbreviation is useful in certain context, such as papers containing extensive taxonomic descriptions or discussions, it is anticipated that genus abbreviation will be relatively uncommon in the majority of communications where virus names are typically used after these have been initially defined against a species name(s). 

Justification:      
Genius name abbreviation will increase the clarity and conciseness in scientific, regulatory and educational communications where these terms are repeatedly used. The practice would furthermore bring consistency with taxonomic codes for other organisms and increase compatibility with journal style requirements for biological nomenclature.  




	Text of General Proposal: 

	Background:       
The ICTV introduced the use of an optionally Latinised binomial format for virus species names, comprising the capitalized and italicized names of the genus followed by a non-capitalised italicized species epithet (1, 2). This nomenclatural change was designed to create a format for species names for virus species that were immediately recognizable and distinguishable from the names of viruses. The subsequent adoption and renaming of virus species were performed successfully by the ICTV between 2023-2025 and binomial species names are now universally used in scientific communications. 

However, the statement under the current rule in Section 3.26 in the ICTV code on nomenclature[footnoteRef:2] - “Taxon names shall never be abbreviated and should never be translated or transliterated.” may potentially apply to the abbreviation of the genus name element of virus species names, even though this practice is universally used for scientific / species names of all other biological organisms1. The underlying reasons for the prohibition in the ICTV code are unclear, and create seemingly unnecessary incompatibilities with the nomenclature of other biological species.  [2:  https://ictv.global/about/code] 


Proposed changes:     
A proposal to allow abbreviation of genus name element in a virus species name is based upon common nomenclatural practice for the scientific names of animals, plants, fungi, protists and bacteria as specified in their respective codes1. These specify that for scientific (or species) names that are repeatedly used in a scientific paper or other communication, the genus name element can be abbreviated after the first time the name is written out in full. 

If applied to virus species, Orthoflavivirus flavi can be therefore abbreviated to O. flavi. As further specified in the other biological codes, once abbreviated, the shortened term may be optionally used for other species within the genus without these needing to be written out in full, for example: 

 Several species of vector borne flaviviruses such as Orthoflavivirus flavi (yellow fever virus; YFV), O. zikaense (Zika virus; ZIKV) and O. denguei (dengue viruses; DENV) have been classified in the virus family Flaviviridae. 

If two genus names in a text have the same initial letter, such as Circovirus porcine1 (porcine circovirus 1) and Cyclovirus bakri (goat cyclovirus) in the family Circoviridae, the genus names must be spelt out separately and abbreviated using its first two letters (Cy. bakri; Ci. porcine1), or however many letters are required for their abbreviations to be distinct (Orthoh. hominins and Orthof. flavi for Orthohepacivirus hominins and Orthoflavivirus flavi). 

Genus name abbreviation should only be performed is the resulting term is readily recognizable as a species name. This would include Latinised binomial names (eg. Jingmenvirus rhipicephali _> J. rhipicephali) as used in other biological nomenclatures, but also for those with a recognizable word as species epithet (Alphavirus rossriver -> A. rossriver). However, there exist a small number of species with extremely short epithets for which genus shortening would not create recognisable species names; for example, the 227 species epithets for papillomavirus species are all single numbers creating unclear abbreviations such as Betapapillomavirus 1 -> B. 1.  Species epithets as codes, such as Webervirus P1 -> W. P1) would be similarly unsuitable. Separate from the current proposal, minimum species epithet lengths and use of recognizable words rather than codes are an area that might be reviewed by ICTV in the future. 

As with other biological nomenclatures, genus abbreviations should be used sparingly and typically employed for names that are used multiple times in the text. The use of genus abbreviations in virus species names will therefore be relatively uncommon in the majority of scientific papers and communications that typically use virus names once these have been initially defined against a species name(s). 

The ICTV code does not formally regulate whether or not taxon names can be abbreviated. For species nomenclature, rule 3,26 states: 

A species name is always written in italics, with the first component (the genus name) beginning with an uppercase letter. The second component (the species epithet) may be capitalized or not.

With the added comment (not rule): 

Comment: Taxon names shall never be abbreviated and should never be translated or transliterated

While genus name shortening is thus not specifically prohibited by the code, I propose an amendment to rule 3.26 that specifically affirms that genus names can be abbreviated, and the circumstances when this can be done.   

Justification:      
a) Abbreviation of the genus name element in repeatedly used virus species names after first use increases clarity and conciseness in scientific, regulatory and educational communications
b) Allowing abbreviation of genus names in virus species names would bring consistency with taxonomic codes for other organisms (ICZN, ICNafp and ICNP). 
c) Conformity with biological nomenclature of other codes is consistent with the reasons for initially adopting binomial nomenclature for virus species. 
d) Adoption would be compatible with individual journal style requirements that is applied to other organisms.  
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