[image: ]ICTV Taxonomy Proposal Form 2026 v.1
[image: ]	





The International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses
Taxonomy Proposal Form, 2026 


Part 1a: Details of taxonomy proposals

	Title:   
	Renaming the Viriform Subclass Ending -viriformicetidea to “-viriformicetidae”

	Code assigned: 
	2026.002G.N.v1.Ren_Viriform_Subclass_Suffix



	Author(s), affiliation and email address(es):  

	Given name (+middle initial(s))
	Surname
	Affiliation 
	Email address 
	Corr. author(s)  


	Ares M
	Casas
	Department of Biological
Sciences, San José State
University, San Jose, USA
	ares.casas@sjsu.edu
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Part 1b: Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	ICTV Subcommittee: 

	Animal DNA Viruses and Retroviruses
	
	Bacterial viruses
	

	Animal minus-strand and dsRNA viruses
	
	Fungal and protist viruses
	

	Animal positive-strand RNA viruses
	
	Plant viruses
	

	Archaeal viruses
	
	General -
	X



	List the ICTV Study Group(s) that have seen or have been involved in creating this proposal: 

	



	Optional – complete only if formally voted on by an ICTV Study Group: 

	Study Group
	Number of members

	
	Votes in support
	Votes against
	No vote

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	










	Submission date:
	  15/09/2026




Part 1c: Feedback from ICTV Executive Committee (EC) meeting 
	Executive Committee Meeting Decision code:
	X

	A – Accept
	

	Ac – Accept subject to revision by relevant subcommittee chair. No further vote required
	

	U – Accept without revision but with re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Uc – Accept subject to revision and re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Ud – Deferred to the next EC meeting, with an invitation to revise based on EC comments
	

	J - Reject
	

	W - Withdrawn
	



	Comments from the Executive Committee:

	





Part 1d: Revised Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	Response of proposer: 

	





	Revision date:
	







Part 2: GENERAL PROPOSAL

	Abstract for General Proposal: 

	Brief description of current situation:   Less than one decade ago, viriforms were formally differentiated from viruses by the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses. Subsequently, they received their own hierarchical taxon endings in congruence with the naming patterns seen in viruses sensu stricto, viroids, and satellite nucleic acids. These consistent, yet unique suffixes are critical for facilitating immediate differentiation between taxa of the virosphere. However, the subclass ending -viriformicetidea for viriforms does not match with the subclass naming pattern associated with the other three viral/subviral groups (vir/viroid/satellit + icetidae). 

Proposed changes:   Here, it is proposed to rename the viriform subclass ending from -viriformicetidea to “-viriformicetidae”. 

Justification:   The ICTV utilizes a standardized hierarchical naming system across viral/subviral entities. This system was established in order to ensure clarity and immediate distinction between taxa. As the current viriform subclass ending (-viriform + icetidea) does not follow the general pattern of viral/subviral subclass endings (-vir/viroid/satellit + icetidae), it is proposed to realign -viriformicetidea to “-viriformicetidae”.




	Text of General Proposal: 

	Background:  “Polydnaviruses”, formally described by the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTV) in 1991, earned their name due to the variable amount of DNA segments found in their infectious particles [1]. These elements infect certain parasitoid wasps of Hymenoptera and are obligate participants of their hosts’ life cycle [2]. During egg implantation, parasitoid wasps inject a high load of “polydnavirus” particles into their caterpillar hosts in order to immunosuppress them and ensure their eggs’ survival. With a growing body of research on these infectious agents, insect virologists determined that these infectious entities do not package their own genomes, but rather wasp-derived circular DNAs containing immunosuppressant factors. Because these strange entities package wasp-derived DNA, are obligate to the completion of their wasp host’s life cycle (and therefore not truly parasitic), and only existed as proviruses in wasp chromosomes, the ICTV ratified a decision to reclassify them as viriforms rather than viruses almost thirty years later. Subsequently, the viriforms received a unique taxonomic hierarchy system and associated rank endings following a similar naming pattern to those in viruses sensu stricto, viroids, and satellite nucleic acids. However, the established viriform subclass ending -viriformicetidea is inconsistent with the other viral/subviral subclasses (-vir/viroid/satellit + icetidae) and is the only example of such between viriforms and the other groups.

Proposed changes:   As the viriform subclass ending -viriformicetidea is inconsistent with the other viral/subviral subclass endings (-vir/viroid/satellit + icetidae), this proposal seeks to rename it to “-viriformicetidae” by amending ICTV Code § 3.24 [3].  

Justification:   The ICTV’s Executive Committee determined in 2018 that it was necessary to expand the contemporary five-rank viral classification system into a more comprehensive one with four further higher taxa and complementary subranks [4]. This change sought to more-precisely categorize the virosphere and facilitate immediate distinction between those categories via rank endings. However, the viriform subclass ending -viriformicetidea being inconsistent with the other subclass endings serves as a point of confusion. Additionally, there is no stated intent for -viriformicetidea to have its terminal “ea” inverted from the standard “icetidae” in its originating proposal, 2020.005G [5]. Furthermore, there do not yet exist any established viriform subclasses and this change will not necessitate any accessory taxonomic proposals or conflict with existing literature on viriform taxonomy other than literature itself referencing viriform rank endings. Therefore, it is in best interest to prevent confusion by realigning viriform subclass -viriformicetidea with the other subclass endings (-vir/viroid/satellit + icetidae) and form “-viriformicetidae”.
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