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The International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses
Taxonomy Proposal Form, 2026 
Part 1a: Details of taxonomy proposals

	Title:   
	Rename eight species in the family Rhabdoviridae to correct errors in the derivation of species epithets (Mononegavirales: Rhabdoviridae)

	Code assigned: 
	2026.005M



	Author(s), affiliation and email address(es):  

	Given name (+middle initial(s))
	Surname
	Affiliation 
	Email address 
	Corr. author(s)  


	Peter J
	Walker
	School of Chemistry and Molecular Biosciences, The University of Queensland, St Lucia, Australia
	peter.walker@uq.edu.au
	X

	Nicolas
	Bejerman
	Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones
Científicas y Técnicas and Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Agropecuaria, Argentina
	nicobejerman@gmail.com
	





Part 1b: Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	ICTV Subcommittee

	Animal DNA Viruses and Retroviruses
	
	Bacterial viruses
	

	Animal minus-strand and dsRNA viruses
	X
	Fungal and protist viruses
	

	Animal positive-strand RNA viruses
	
	Plant viruses
	X

	Archaeal viruses
	
	General -
	



	List the ICTV Study Group(s) that have seen or have been involved in creating this proposal:

	Rhabdoviridae Study Group


	Optional – complete only if formally voted on by an ICTV Study Group: 

	Study Group
	Number of members

	
	Votes in support
	Votes against
	No vote

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	





	Submission date:
	  




Part 1c: Feedback from ICTV Executive Committee (EC) meeting 
	Executive Committee Meeting Decision code:
	X

	A – Accept
	

	Ac – Accept subject to revision by relevant subcommittee chair. No further vote required
	

	U – Accept without revision but with re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Uc – Accept subject to revision and re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Ud – Deferred to the next EC meeting, with an invitation to revise based on EC comments
	

	J - Reject
	

	W - Withdrawn
	



	Comments from the Executive Committee:

	





Part 1d: Revised Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	Response of proposer: 

	





	Revision date:
	







Part 3: TAXONOMIC PROPOSAL


	Taxonomic changes proposed: 

	Establish new taxon
	
	Split taxon
	

	Abolish taxon
	
	Merge taxon
	

	Move taxon
	
	Promote taxon
	

	Rename taxon
	X
	Demote taxon
	

	Move and rename
	




	Etymology (origin) of proposed taxonomic names:

	Taxon name 
	Etymology of the term

	Cetarhavirus lagenorhynchus
	From Lagenorhynchus albirostris, the white-beaked dolphin from which the exemplar virus was isolated. Corrects the current epithet, which reads "lagano-" for "lageno-".

	Chiroprhavirus eptesicus
	From Eptesicus fuscus, the big brown bat in which the exemplar virus was detected. Corrects the current epithet, in which the first two syllables of the host genus name are transposed.

	Scophrhavirus chanodichthys
	From Chanodichthys erythropterus, the redfin culter in which the exemplar virus was detected. Corrects the current epithet, which reads "y" for "i" in the second syllable of the host genus name.

	Alphaplatrhavirus nodulosus
	From Triaenophorus nodulosus, the pike tapeworm in which the exemplar virus was detected. Corrects the current epithet, which is not the specific epithet of the host.

	Betaplatrhavirus sphaeridiotrema
	From Sphaeridiotrema, the genus of trematodes in which the exemplar virus was detected, used unchanged as a noun in apposition. Corrects the current epithet, which reads "oid" where the host genus name has "idio".

	Alphacytorhabdovirus alphachrysanthemi
	From Chrysanthemum, the host plant genus. Corrects the current epithet, from which the "r" is missing.

	Alphagymnorhavirus piniyunnanensis
	From Pinus yunnanensis, the host plant. Corrects the current epithet, which reads "yunannensis".

	Alphanucleorhabdovirus xinjiangensis
	From Xinjiang, the region of China from which the exemplar virus was obtained. Corrects the current epithet, from which the "g" is missing.



	Permission for use of names derived from a living person 

	Taxon name
	Full name of person from whom the name is derived
	Attached 

	NONE
	
	

	
	
	





	Abstract of Taxonomy Proposal: 

	Description of current taxonomy:
The family Rhabdoviridae (order Mononegavirales) includes the subfamilies Alpharhabdovirinae, Betarhabdovirinae, Gammarhabdovirinae and Deltarhabdovirinae, and three genera (Alphaplatrhavirus, Betaplatrhavirus and Gammaplatrhavirus) that are not assigned to a subfamily. It currently comprises 615 species.
Proposed taxonomic change(s):
We propose to rename eight species: three in the subfamily Alpharhabdovirinae, three in the subfamily Betarhabdovirinae, and one each in the unassigned genera Alphaplatrhavirus and Betaplatrhavirus. In each case the species epithet is derived from the scientific name of the host, or from a place name, and the derivation as ratified contains an orthographic error.
Demarcation criteria for new taxon/taxa:
Not applicable. No new taxon is created and the circumscription, membership and exemplar isolate of each species are unchanged.
Justification:
Each proposed epithet restores the correct spelling of the source name. In six of the eight cases the family already spells the same source name correctly elsewhere, so the current entries are internally inconsistent. 



	Text of Taxonomy proposal:  

	Description of current taxonomy:
The family Rhabdoviridae (order Mononegavirales) currently comprises 615 species assigned to the subfamilies Alpharhabdovirinae (263 species), Betarhabdovirinae (269), Deltarhabdovirinae (39) and Gammarhabdovirinae (6), together with 38 species in the three genera Alphaplatrhavirus, Betaplatrhavirus and Gammaplatrhavirus, which are not assigned to a subfamily.
Proposed taxonomic changes:
We propose to rename the following eight species. No other change is proposed: the genus assignment, exemplar virus, exemplar isolate designation and GenBank accession number of each species are unchanged, and no species is created, abolished, moved, split or merged.
Cetarhavirus laganorhynchus → Cetarhavirus lagenorhynchus (exemplar dolphin rhabdovirus (DRV), KF958252)
Chiroprhavirus epitesicus → Chiroprhavirus eptesicus (exemplar American bat vesiculovirus (ABVV), JX569193)
Scophrhavirus chanodychthys → Scophrhavirus chanodichthys (exemplar Wuhan redfin culter dimarhabdovirus (WhRFCRV), MG600013)
Alphaplatrhavirus nodulosis → Alphaplatrhavirus nodulosus (exemplar Tritaenorhabdovirus 1 (TriRV1), BK059681)
Betaplatrhavirus sphaeroidotrema → Betaplatrhavirus sphaeridiotrema (exemplar sphaeridiorhabdovirus 2 (SphRV2), BK059663)
Alphacytorhabdovirus alphachysanthemi → Alphacytorhabdovirus alphachrysanthemi (exemplar chrysanthemum yellow dwarf associated virus (CYDaV), MW039593)
Alphagymnorhavirus piniyunannensis → Alphagymnorhavirus piniyunnanensis (exemplar Pinus yunnanensis virus 1 (PiYunV1), BK061794)
Alphanucleorhabdovirus xinjianensis → Alphanucleorhabdovirus xinjiangensis (exemplar Xinjiang alphanucleorhabdovirus (XARV), MW897039)
Justification:
Cetarhavirus laganorhynchus. The exemplar, dolphin rhabdovirus (DRV, KF958252), was isolated from a white-beaked dolphin, Lagenorhynchus albirostris. The epithet reads "lagano-" where the host genus name has "lageno-". The corrected epithet is lagenorhynchus.
Chiroprhavirus epitesicus. The exemplar, American bat vesiculovirus (ABVV, JX569193), was obtained from big brown bats, Eptesicus fuscus, in the United States. The epithet transposes the first two syllables of the host genus name. The corrected epithet is eptesicus.
Scophrhavirus chanodychthys. The exemplar, Wuhan redfin culter dimarhabdovirus (WhRFCRV, MG600013), was detected in the redfin culter, Chanodichthys erythropterus. The epithet reads "y" where the host genus name has "i" in the second syllable. The corrected epithet is chanodichthys.
Alphaplatrhavirus nodulosis. The exemplar, Tritaenorhabdovirus 1 (TriRV1, BK059681), was detected in the pike tapeworm, Triaenophorus nodulosus. The specific epithet of the host is nodulosus and corrected epithet for the virus species is nodulosus.
Betaplatrhavirus sphaeroidotrema. The exemplar, sphaeridiorhabdovirus 2 (SphRV2, BK059663), is named for the host genus, Sphaeridiotrema, rather than for a single host species. The current epithet reads "oid" where the host genus name has "idio". The corrected epithet is sphaeridiotrema.
Alphacytorhabdovirus alphachysanthemi. The exemplar, chrysanthemum yellow dwarf associated virus (CYDaV, MW039593), was detected in Chrysanthemum. The "r" is missing from the epithet. The corrected epithet is alphachrysanthemi.
Alphagymnorhavirus piniyunannensis. The exemplar, Pinus yunnanensis virus 1 (PiYunV1, BK061794), was detected in Pinus yunnanensis. The epithet reads "yunannensis" for "yunnanensis". The corrected epithet is piniyunnanensis.
Alphanucleorhabdovirus xinjianensis. The exemplar, Xinjiang alphanucleorhabdovirus (XARV, MW897039), was obtained in Xinjiang, China. The "g" is missing from the epithet. The corrected epithet is xinjiangensis.
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