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The International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses
Taxonomy Proposal Form, 2026 


Part 1a: Details of taxonomy proposals

	Title:   
	Rename the species Orthopoxvirus monkeypox to Orthopoxvirus mpox

	Code assigned: 
	2026.013D.N.v1.Orthopoxvirus_rn_1sp



	Author(s), affiliation and email address(es):  

	Given name (+middle initial(s))
	Surname
	Affiliation 
	Email address 
	Corr. author(s)  


	F Murilo
	Zerbini
	Dep. de Fitopatologia/BIOAGRO, Universidade Federal de Viçosa, Viçosa, Brazil
	zerbini@ufv.br
	X

	David
	Ulaeto
	CBR Division, Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (DSTL), Salisbury, UK
	DULAETO@dstl.gov.uk
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





Part 1b: Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	ICTV Subcommittee: 

	Animal DNA Viruses and Retroviruses
	X
	Bacterial viruses
	

	Animal minus-strand and dsRNA viruses
	
	Fungal and protist viruses
	

	Animal positive-strand RNA viruses
	
	Plant viruses
	

	Archaeal viruses
	
	General -
	



	List the ICTV Study Group(s) that have seen or have been involved in creating this proposal: 

	Poxviridae Study Group



	Optional – complete only if formally voted on by an ICTV Study Group: 

	Study Group
	Number of members

	
	Votes in support
	Votes against
	No vote

	Poxviridae 
	8
	2
	2

	
	
	
	










	Submission date:
	  03/10/2026




Part 1c: Feedback from ICTV Executive Committee (EC) meeting 
	Executive Committee Meeting Decision code:
	X

	A – Accept
	

	Ac – Accept subject to revision by relevant subcommittee chair. No further vote required
	

	U – Accept without revision but with re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Uc – Accept subject to revision and re-evaluation and email vote by the EC
	

	Ud – Deferred to the next EC meeting, with an invitation to revise based on EC comments
	

	J - Reject
	

	W - Withdrawn
	



	Comments from the Executive Committee:

	





Part 1d: Revised Taxonomy Proposal Submission 
	Response of proposer: 

	





	Revision date:
	







Part 3: TAXONOMIC PROPOSAL
https://ictv.global/taxonomy/templates

	Taxonomic changes proposed: 

	Establish new taxon
	
	Split taxon
	

	Abolish taxon
	
	Merge taxon
	

	Move taxon
	
	Promote taxon
	

	Rename taxon
	X
	Demote taxon
	

	Move and rename
	




	Etymology (origin) of proposed taxonomic names: 

	Taxon name 
	Etymology of the term

	Orthopoxvirus mpox
	MPOX is the official (WHO) designation of the disease caused by the virus 

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Permission for use of names derived from a living person:        

	Taxon name
	Full name of person from whom the name is derived
	Attached 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	Abstract of Taxonomy Proposal: 

	Description of current taxonomy:       
Varidnaviria -> Bamfordvirae -> Nucleocytoviricota -> Pokkesviricetes -> Chitovirales -> Poxviridae -> Chordopoxvirinae -> Orthopoxvirus -> Orthopoxvirus monkeypox 

Proposed taxonomic change(s): Rename the species to Orthopoxvirus mpox    

Demarcation criteria for new taxon/taxa: n/a

Justification: The word monkey is used as a racist slur to denigrate black people in many countries (the same is true with the equivalent words in other languages such as Portuguese and Spanish). Use of "monkey" in some contexts enables, facilitates and/or disguises its racist misuse. This is of concern with respect to the use of monkey when referring to mpox, and for this reason the WHO changed the official designation of the disease, from monkeypox to mpox. The same change is being proposed here for the species name.




	Text of Taxonomy proposal:  

	Description of current taxonomy:       
Varidnaviria -> Bamfordvirae -> Nucleocytoviricota -> Pokkesviricetes -> Chitovirales -> Poxviridae -> Chordopoxvirinae -> Orthopoxvirus -> Orthopoxvirus monkeypox 

Proposed taxonomic change(s): Rename the species to Orthopoxvirus mpox    

Demarcation criteria for new taxon/taxa: n/a

Justification: The word monkey is used as a racist slur to denigrate black people in many countries (the same is true with the equivalent words in other languages such as Portuguese and Spanish). This stems from long established racist beliefs that black people are closer to pre-human ancestors than non-black people. Use of "monkey" in some contexts enables, facilitates and/or disguises its racist misuse. This is of concern with respect to the use of monkey when referring to mpox, and for this reason the WHO changed the official designation of the disease, from monkeypox to mpox [1]. The same change is being proposed here for the species name.  


	References:   

	[1] Anonymous (2022) WHO recommends new name for monkeypox disease. Available at: https://www.who.int/news/item/28-11-2022-who-recommends-new-name-for-monkeypox-disease. Accessed on Oct 3, 2026.
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	Filename
	Description of contents
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