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Old Taxonomic Order 
 Order  
 Family Pospiviroidae 
 Genus Cocadviroid 
 Type Species          Coconut cadang-cadang viroid 
 Species in the Genus Four 
 Tentative Species in the Genus None  
 Unassigned Species in the family None  

New Taxonomic Order 
 Order  
 Family Pospiviroidae  
 Genus Cocadviroid   
 Type Species          Coconut cadang-cadang viroid 
 Species in the Genus Four   
 Tentative Species in the Genus None  
 Unassigned Species in the family None  
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Citrus viroids were initially classified into five different groups (i.e., CEVd, CVd-I, CVd-II, CVd-III, and CVd-IV) 
based on (i) electrophoretic mobility during sequential PAGE, (ii) sequence homology as determined by 
hybridization with specific cDNA probes, (iii) host range, and (iv) symptom expression on the indicator host, 
Etrog citron (ref 2).  In 1991, CVd-I was officially renamed Citrus bent leaf viroid (CBLVd) to reflect the 
distinctive symptoms that this viroid induces in Etrog citron.  The several naturally-occurring strains of CVd-II 
(including the causal agents of the cachexia and xyloporosis diseases) have been shown to be variants of Hop stunt 
viroid (HSVd).  Elsewhere, we present arguments for changing the name of CVd-III to Citrus dwarfing viroid 
(CDVd).  A recent comprehensive evaluation of symptom expression under field conditions has shown that CVd-
IV is the only citrus viroid consistently associated with severe bark cracking in Clementine orange (ref 3).  To 
better capture the pathogenic potential of CVd-IV, we propose the more descriptive name, Citrus bark cracking 
viroid (CBCVd). 


